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Are YOU In or Out?

• Twitter

• Instagram 

• Following a Podcast? 

• Tik Tok 

• WhatsApp 
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Patient Care
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Why Do People with Cancer Participate in Social Media?

EDUCATION! 
• Shared decision making
• Information about new research and clinical trials 
• Community 
• Peers 
• Advocacy groups
• Physicians and other healthcare providers
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Connecting with Patient Advocacy Groups
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Patient Education Reimaged

Narjust Florez, MD – Dana-Farber Cancer Institute / Harvard Medical School
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Fight Misinformation!
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When Interacting with People with Cancer in Social Media
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Research
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The largest focus group in the world is found on-line

The largest 
focus group in 

the world is 
found on-line

Slide courtesy of Dr. Don Dizon
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Clinical Trials and Social Media

O’Connor et at. Leading Global Nursing Research, 2013
Thompson et al. ASCO educational book, 2019
Katz et al. ASCO Connection, 2014

Twitter is a cost-effective means of recruitment, enabling 
engagement with potentially difficult-to-reach populations -

Improving disparities (potentially)

Crowdsourcing 
Clinical Trials 
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SHAWL Study

Sexual Health Assessment in 
Women with Lung Cancer
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SoMe Data Limitations

US/Europe 
Centric

Younger 
Population

Limitations in 
Geotagging

Social Media 
Reality

Paul MJ et al. 5th International Assn for the Advancement of AI Conference on Weblogs and Social Media, July 2011 (Barcelona)
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Community - Advocacy
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The Many Faces of Lung Cancer
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And A Podcast Too!
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Time to Google Yourself!

You are online… even if you aren’t!
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Time? Check Twitter Now!
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Thank 
You!


