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Finding the sweet spot!
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How did we define the duration of immunotherapy?
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Key contexts to consider today

Neoadjuvant- how many cycles?

Periop st2/3 NSCLC- adjuvant or no?

Stage 3 unresectable- PACIFIC more or less?

Post SBRT- how much is too much?

Stage IV – 2 yrs or indefinite? Or can it be less???
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How many cycles of neoadjuvant chemo/IO?
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Looks like certainly more than 2
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So maybe 3 is the sweet spot here?
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At least some patients with non-pathCR will benefit from adjuvant- who 

can say no to more sweets?
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PACIFIC-2- can we extend IO benefit 

giving it concurrently with chemo-XRT?
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PACIFIC-2 hitting the sweet spot
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How about IO post-XRT?
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So how about advanced NSCLC?

2 years or indefinite IO?

Clinical Trial

Total of patients 

completing 2 years 

of pembro (%)

TRAEs ORR PFS  (median/ Kaplan-Meier 

estimated rate)

OS (median/ Kaplan-Meier estimated 

rate)

KEYNOTE-0011 10.9% (60/550) 1 N/A 86% (Tx naïve)

91% (Tx prior) 1

PFS rate: N/A 5-year OS rate:
78.6% (Tx naïve)
75.8 (Tx prior) 1

KEYNOTE-0102 11.4% (79/690) 2 Any TRAEs: 83.5%2
95%2 2-year PFS rate: 57.7%

1-year PFS rate: 72.5%2
2-year OS rate: 86.3%
1-year OS rate: 98.7%2

KEYNOTE-0243 25.8% (39/154) 3 Any TRAEs: 87.2%3 82.1% ORR
• CR: 10.3%
• PR: 71.8%
• SD: 15.4%
• PD: 2.6%3

PFS rate: N/A 3 year OS rate: 81.4%3

KEYNOTE-0425 16.2% (103/637) 5 
N/A ORR 84.3%5 PFS rate: N/A 4-year OS rate: 61.8%5

KEYNOTE-

1896

13.9% (57/410)7 Any TRAEs: 100%6

TRAEs Grade 3/4: 

66.7%6

ORR: 86.0%

• CR: 7.1%

• PR: 78.6% 7

• Median DOR 

was 57.7 

mons

3-year PFS rate: 56.2%

1-year PFS rate: 78.5%

3-year OS rate: 71.9% 7

KEYNOTE-4078 19.8% (55/278)9 Any TRAES: 100%

TRAEs Grade 3/4: 

63.6%

90.9% ORR9

• CR 9.1%

• PR 83.6

• SD 7.3%

3-year PFS rate: 58.4%

1-year PFS rate 82.6%

3-year OS rate: 69.5%9
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CM153 (1yr Nivo continuous vs fixed)

Balazs Halmos MD



@TLCconference     #TexasLung24Speaker: @TLCconference     #TexasLung24Speaker:

KEYNOTE-010 5-year update 
• 11.4% completed 35 cycles of pembrolizumab

• 3-year OS rate: 83.0%

• ORR was 98.7%; 19% CR, 79.7% PR, 1.3% SD

• Any TRAE 83.5%, Grade 3-5 17.7%

• Immune-mediated AEs and infusion reactions 

(39.2%)

Figure B
• 14 pts with second course of pembrolizumab

• 52.3% ORR 
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Retrospective data (Sun et al JAMA Onc)

Flatiron database, analyzed cohort n=706
• Fixed duration (700-759 days) (n=113)
• Indefinite duration (>760 days) (n=593)

Academic:  n=90 Community: n=616
Fixed 28% (25/90) Fixed 14% (88/616)
Indefinite 72% (65/90) Indefinite 86% (528/616)

2-year OS from 760 days
• 79% (fixed-duration) and 81% (indefinite duration), no significant 

difference

Pts in fixed duration group were more likely to be treated at an academic 
center (22% (25/113) vs 11% (65/593), p=0.001)

Overall, only ~20% discontinued immunotherapy at 2 yrs
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Which biomarkers to use to guide decisions?

Flavors galore!

• Baseline tumor biomarkers

• Depth of response

• ctDNA clearance

• irAEs

• ctDNA/MRD- at 2 years

• PET/CT
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Let’s make sure it will not take EONS eons to find that sweet 

spot!
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So what in thoracic oncology really hits the 

sweet spot????
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So what in thoracic oncology really hits

the sweet spot????

TLC does!!!


